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Coordinatorõs Corner! 
        

The year leading up to our 2017 reunion in 
Jacksonville, Florida certainly had its challeng-
es.  Towards the end of 2016 Premier Reunion 
Services went bankrupt and closed their doors.  
Some [shipmates] lost the money they had in 
trust with Premier.  Fortunately, we did not so 
the Schofield escaped that bullet.  However, 

without Premier to provide their tremendous support in organiz-
ing our annual reunion, maintaining the contacts database, and 
publishing the Schofield Deckplate, we were looking at rough 
seas ahead.  Fortunately, we were not without help for very 
long.  Ozarksô Kirkwood Tour & Travel stepped up to the plate 
with Sarah Hord being our primary contact.  Though it still was 
rather bumpy leading up to the Jacksonville Reunion, Sarah 
and Ozarksô did a nice job especially considering they had sev-
eral ships with the cruise and reunions dumped on their lap all 
at once.  We really do owe them a debt of gratitude for picking 
up midstream and running with it.   
 
Then we received the terrible news that longtime cruise sup-
port, Phyllis Adams, was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and 
decided not to seek treatment.  Personally, I have only been to 
a few recent reunions, but I have been to enough to know the 
love that Phyllis had for our crew and the tremendous behind 
the scenes work she did for all of us.  Shortly thereafter Phyllis 
passed.  Along with crew that recently passed, we honored her 
as well in our taps ceremony at Jacksonville.   
 
As if the foregoing was not enough going in to our recent reun-
ion, Hurricane Irma decided to hit Florida two weeks before our 
scheduled reunion.  Shortly before our reunion, I checked with the 
hotel to see if they were able to go forward with our reunion 
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             Coordinatorõs Corner   contõd from page 1 

They advised the hotel was on the FEMA list for evacuation, but they planned to go 
forward as scheduled. 
 

Though I flew myself to the Bremerton reunion, I was not about to fly my little plane 
clear across the United States in hurricane season.  It was a real treat this year to 
share our venue at the USS Brooke.  We made sure to have our own hospitality room 
and banquet, but it was nice to be able to walk across the hallway into the Brookeôs 
Hospitality Room and meet their crew.  Unfortunately, our turnout this year was not 
enough to permit doing tours.  Therefore, the crew were free to do whatever tours 
they felt like doing during the day.  I and a few others took the short trip down to St. 
Augustine which is billed as the oldest settlement in the United States.  Apparently, 
their settlement even predates Plymouth Rock.  That was certainly an enjoyable ex-
cursion. 
 

Our annual meeting also contained some firsts.  We had some spirited discussion 
about the prospect of coordinating our shipôs reunions with other ships.  Some were 
quite vocal in opposing this idea.  However, it was settled that because both ships 
have greater buying power, and can leverage economies of scale, all would benefit 
by coordinating reunions.  It seemed that the rationale of leveraging greater buying 
power with the hotels and tours, we could still retain our own Schofield identity, hos-
pitality room, and banquets while taking advantage of the lower cost venues.  That 
seemed to give everybody what they wanted out of that issue.  It was put to a vote 
and passed unanimously.  When I spoke with the coordinator for the Brooke they ex-
pressed interest in coordinating with us in the future.  I also understand that the 
Ramsey is likewise interested.  In fact, next year at New Orleans we will be coordinat-
ing with Ramseyôs crew for that venue.  Rest assured, we will have our own hospitali-
ty room, banquet room, and tours if you want them. Because New Orleans can be 
quite expensive, we also approved a resolution that we can go within 50 miles of New 
Orleans to keep the cost low.  As of this writing, the costs in New Orleans will likely 
be a problem for most of our crew.  Therefore, we will be looking to locate our reun-
ion close to New Orleans but not necessarily in the city itself.  We all understand that 
the crew are on fixed incomes and that is just a reality we need to work with.  Though 
it is a challenge selecting a venue near New Orleans at our crewôs reasonable price 
point, we have met more difficult challenges before and I have no doubt this will be 
met successfully as well.   
 
Next yearôs reunion in New Orleans will be very significant to our ship.  This New Or-
leans reunion will mark the mighty Schofieldôs 50th anniversary since commissioning 
in 1968.  It is also the shipôs 30th anniversary since it was decommissioned in 1988.  
This 50th anniversary reunion will be one for the record books.  It would be wonder-
ful if we could have record turnout for this historic reunion.   
 
Another first for this year is that we now have a Hospitality Committee.  Current sec-
retary Mary Minnis has taken the laboring oar to establish and run, with help, the USS 
Schofieldôs first Hospitality Committee.  Kudos to Mary for that.  And the ladiesô tim-
ing could not be better going in to the Schofieldôs 50th anniversary reunion.   
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SAVE The 

Date  

 

Oct 2018  

 

New Orleans 

At our Jacksonville banquet we welcomed several new members and we also la-
mented the passing of some of our  shipmates, including Phyllis Adams.  
 
Another first, that I am aware of anyway, was we had our first magic show at the ban-
quet.  Bill Gillespie entertained the entire crew with a wonderful magic show that left 
us all scratching our heads.  (Though most of us do not have much hair anymore).  
This was all captured by another first, Facebook Live.  Don/Bob Feldman brought his 
computer to the banquet and connected via the Internet to Facebook Live so that the 
non-present crew could watch our banquet festivities over the Internet on Facebook.  
What a great idea that was.  I am told that over 200 people were watching our ban-
quet in Jacksonville, Florida though they were not physically present.  Now that is 
leveraging technology!   
 
Looking forward to 2019, Andrew Golden is said to be doing his level best to one up 
the Feldmansô most recent Bremerton feast by doing his Texas style in San Antonio!  
I must say though, the Feldmansô most fabulous dinner will not be easy to beat.  I am 
personally looking forward to enjoying this friendly culinary competition and thank 
you Andrew for heading this up. 
 
During the last couple of years, the crew has seen its share of challenges.  But I 
have personally seen that this crew does care for each other.  That love for each oth-
er, that glue, has carried us through some rough seas so far.  I have no doubt our 
current challenge will be likewise met.  Though I went into this position a bit reluctant, 
as I write this I am glad I did it.  My memories of my time on the ship are mixed.  But 
it truly is an honor to serve the crew, a crew that cares so much for each other, in this 
way.  It really is a privilege to serve.  So, with that, I look forward to seeing each of 
you at our 50th Anniversary Reunion in New Orleans! 
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